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P.A.R.K. Field Day 1999

CQ  FD  CQ  FD  DE  K5YO  K5YO  K
The temperature (100+) was

higher than the number of contacts
(82) we made but we sure had a lot
of fun getting this stuff set up and
operating.

The fun started about 10:00AM
not counting all the preparatory

work done ahead of time. We hit the
start time on the nose, but it took a
little while longer to get the three
stations on the air. Yep! We were
running 3A NTX.

We didn’t count the two meter
FM rig and the vertical with the

slightly bent radial we put up as it
wasn’t used to contact any Field
Day stations. Ask KJ5ZV who bent
the antenna.

More FD pictures inside.
Other PARK hams operated at

other sites but no reports filed...
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Greetings fellow
Haminites!

What a busy June we all had.
HamCom at the top of the month,
meeting at the Fire Station, fol-
lowed shortly there after by Field
Day.

I hope you had a fine time at
field day. We did at the mini-field
day at the little park. I want to
thank everyone who brought their
equipment to share, and the work to
set up and tear down. 82 contacts,
not a terribly huge number of
contacts but what we did have was
“quality contacts.” HI HI! It was
fun.

Bill Fell told us that the du-
plexer has been returned from the
duplex hospital. Expended $82.00 to
fix it. That is a pretty good deal.
Will be installing it back into the
dungeon shortly and get the anten-
nas switched back to normal. When
all is working well, we will put the
100 watt machine back on line and
get back to the tower of power. (Well
it sounds good)

This next meeting will again be
back at the Harrington Library.
20th of July @ 7:30.com I will have
coffee ready, and if I can twist my
XYL’s arm a little, we can have
goodies to go with it. This is an
important meeting as we are going
to have a discussion as to where we
are going with the club.

The board members of your club
want to move us toward a common
goal. But what is that goal???
Social??? You bet! I really enjoy the
meetings with you all. So, why have
we lost so many members that
attend the meetings? Let’s find out,
correct it, and have a wonderful
time at the meetings.

We do need help with the Good
News Net. Call me to get started as
a net control operator. You see how
many times I screw up the net. YOU

CAN TOO! 972-964-5516
IT WAS STAN! On the cover of last

months news letter, that some other
guy! Yup! It was Stan. I was in a hotel
room writing the article, and
don’t you know I could not remember
his name. Sorry Stan! And thanks for
Field Day too.

It is not quite the 4th of July
yet.....so have a safe one.

God Bless and God Bless America
Bill KJ5ZV/AAR6CE

QST from the
President

P.A.R.K. Programs

for the 1999-2000 Year

Meeting Program Presenter

July Klub Directions Open Forum

August Balloon Fest Details Phil Dyer

September

October

November

December Christmas Party Membership

January

February

March

April

Other programs in planning: Texas Parks and Wildlife,
Advanced HF Operating, Basic Technical Skills, TAPR Device,
Product Videos, Collin County Sheriff’s Office, Mark-9 Search
and Rescue with K-9s as well as others. Updates to the sched-
ule will be published in the next newsletter.

Treasurer’s Report

July 3, 1999

Expenses 93.66
Income 50.00

Balance 2245.71

Park Repeater

Expenses 83.10
Income 14.00

Balance 2608.39

Bruce Dingman N5BYL
Treasurer
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Easily Heard Signals
de W8EHS
w8ehs@arrl.net

I started this column early this
month. Lots of new things to do
with big events like Field Day and
Ham Com happening. I have re-
ceived the PIC-E from TAPR I wrote
about last month and will soon have
it assembled. Then I have to find
some uses for this nifty little micro-
computer. I will include a picture of
this device in the next issue of the
Parking Ticket. Will do a presenta-
tion at a meeting sometime this
winter on what I have this device
doing.

I am also dreaming of upgrading
my home computer to a Pentium III
at 500Mhz (or better) with a lot of
other nice goodies installed. Won’t
bore you with the details, but it
would sure be a lot quicker (in my
mind’s eye) than the old box! Hard
to believe what (and how fast) these
things can run these days. (Speed
kills!) I have just installed a high-
speed cable Internet connection to
go with the fast computer I am
dreaming about. I assume and fear
of course, that a cheap 1000 MHz
processor will be released the week
immediately following my purchase.

Other thoughts were to have my
primary computer converted back to
running ether the Linux or
FreeBSD operating system only
with it in turn running the Apache
web server. However, that pipe
dream will have to wait until SWB
has better (and cheaper) phone lines
in the Frisco area. Home experi-
mental servers are not permitted on
the cable modem. I assume they
exist anyway.

Also I am hearing more and
more about the evils of hackers
trying to break into these full time
cable and ADSL home systems.
Security is a big deal. I am con-
stantly reminded that the Internet
has become the CB Band of the 21st

century with all of its previous
misgivings. Maybe I should just
stick to friendly hamming?

The primary box here at home
runs with a leisurely 133(P166)
MHz. Cyrix processor cooking under
the hood. I originally built this
system up to just run Linux. What
was cool about the early setup was
that it was both non-Microsoft and
non-Intel (for any of you MS & Intel
bashers out there who care.) I
converted it to dual boot with both
Linux and WIN98 when I realized it
was the best hardware I owned. So
today it has become my primary
Windows box. It will continue to
serve me well until I conquer or
submit to my speed craze fantasies
about Pentium III’s. Actually the
P166 is a quite fast and easy to use
and can still boot Linux. There is a
long life ahead for this machine.

Oh, and least I forget. I also
have a 66MHz DX2 and a 99MHz
DX3 networked to the P166. Old
technology never dies. It just seems
to get slower with age and needs
support from younger machines.
Hmmm… Sounds a lot like me!

A reality check says that both
MS and Intel are well entrenched
and are here to stay. My employer is
well ingrained into MS, not for the
actual operation of our control
systems, but for the user interface
into monitoring what our system is
doing. Mr. Gates and Intel sell the
most universal systems out there,
understood by more users. We
therefore don’t have to train our
customers (much) on how to use
their PC.

Understand though, that doesn’t
prevent me from enjoying my
hacking about with Linux. It’s fun
to be a rebel when the world is
marching in another direction —
like so many sheep to the slaughter.
Ha! I suppose that is also why I like
to “play” with Ham Radio. Not
everyone gets a chance to get into
the “guts” of their communication
devices. We are licensed to “change”
what goes on inside our radios. Or
we can “roll our own” if we so desire
or are capable. Ever build a com-
puter from true scratch? Yes, you
could… a very small one.

Computers and probably cell
phones have become the center of

the new communication craze.
There are folks out there who would
die from withdrawal if they were
deprived of email or their electronic
leash (the cell phone.) Are you that
hooked on your radio gear? Don’t
answer that. Just go and enjoy what
you already have and dream about
the toys you would like to have.
This is what this column is all
about, schemes and dreams. I think
am going to go play with my new
modem for awhile…  then maybe
call CQ on 30 meters CW…  73

WA5PPF

Please advise in the next KLUB
bulletin that I may be reached via
my homepage or at my email adr
(also via WA5PPF@arrl.net). Note
I am still a PARK member.

Thanks es 73...Lee

H. Lee Hays III [WA5PPF]
Abilene, TX.

GeroLee@aol.com
http://www.geocities.com/

Eureka/Vault/6232

”Everything I really like is
either illegal, immoral, or fat-
tening.”

If Y2K signals an
SOS, hams will play
key role

06/18/99
By Lawrence Ragonese

A technological wonder from the
19th century will be standing by at
the dawn of the 21st century to
rescue its younger brethren in the
event that Y2K bugs disrupt satel-
lite and computer-based communi-
cations.

Although emergency officials
say the likelihood of widespread
phone or computer outages is
minimal, they have asked volun-
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Plano Amateur Radio Klub

No contributions for this calandar this month.
This feature will be dropped next month if no one
wants to send me schedules of events. -ED.

teers with the Radio Amateur
Civilian Emergency Service, known
as "RACES," to be ready to help on
New Year's Eve -- just in case.

That means some ham radio
operators in New Jersey will be
ringing in the new year at police
departments, hospitals, nursing
homes and county communications
centers.

In an effort to make the plan
work, emergency workers will be
holding a series of emergency drills,
using various Y2K scenarios and
ham operators, across the state in
the next several months.

"You could have everything
from a big nothing to a disaster,"
said Bill Peterson, a RACES mem-
ber in Morris County. "If it's disas-
ter, we'll be ready to communicate
that there is a problem.

"But one thing we can't do," he
said, with a nervous chuckle, "is to
solve the problem."

Most other counties will have
ham operators on standby, ready to
use their wireless equipment to
report any phone outages or other

utility disruptions.
"They need no special power

units; they can just sit in their cars,"
said Rick Loock, Morris County's
emergency management coordinator
and president of the statewide
county emergency management
coordinators' group. "If the phones
or water supply or natural gas
service goes out, they can alert us
and the utilities."

Union County, for example, will
staff its emergency management
center in Westfield. The county's
ham operators will be on alert, as
part of a plan developed by Free-
holder Linda Stender, said Union
County Emergency  Management
Coordinator Ben Laganga

The Y2K bug may snarl comput-
ers when the year 2000 kicks in on
Jan. 1 because their software uses
only the last two digits to denote the
year in dates. As a result, some
computers will read "00" as 1900
and others may not accept  it as a
valid number at all.

"We think we're got everything
under control, but you can never be
too safe," said Morris County

Administrator James Rosenberg.
"There is some concern that at 12:01
a.m., we could all be sitting there
and think everything's great be-
cause we're not getting calls of
complaint. But maybe that's be-
cause the phone system's not
working. So we want to be pre-
pared."

Jennifer Hagy, a spokeswoman
for the American Radio Relay
League, said the Newington, Conn.-
based organization is coordinating
ham operators nationwide.

"This is a real thing. Just in
case regular means of communica-
tions goes down, hams would be on
call," she said.

Loock urged major utilities to
put representatives at command
centers in North, Central and South
Jersey, where they can be contacted
by ham operators in the event of a
computer or switching problem.
"Communications have come a long
way, but just in case of problems,
we can fall back on ham radio," said
Kerry McGuinness, a spokeswoman
for GPU Energy.
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The PARKING TICKET is the monthly publica-
tion of the Plano Amateur Radio Klub (PARK) and is
intended to present news, issues and opinions of
interest to the PARK and the Amateur Radio Com-
munity. We encourage contribution of articles, letters
to the editor, etc. and welcome newsletter exchanges
with other clubs around the country.  Permission is
granted to reprint material as long as proper credit is
given. Ideas for and contributions to the PARKING
TICKET should be sent to:

Editor - Dan Kautz, W8EHS
PARKING TICKET
11314 Harbor Road
Frisco, TX.  75035-7569

Submissions must be received no later than the
first day of the month to be included in that month’s
issue. Material received after the deadline will be
included in the following month’s issue if it is still
current.

The Plano Amateur Radio Klub meets the 3rd
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 PM in the Harrington
Library, 18th and Avenue P. Dues are $15 per year,
$21 for family membership, and $7 for the Repeater
Association, prorated biannually. The PARK operates
three repeaters: WD5ERD on 147.18+, WB5SGN on
224.22- and K5VOU on 444.25+. Look for PARK on
the Internet at: http://www.holman.net/park/.

Plano Amateur Radio Klub
PARKING TICKET
P.O. Box 860435
Plano, TX.  75086-0435

First Class Mail

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Office Name Home Work
President Bill Drake, KJ5ZV 972-964-5516 972-497-5255
Vice President Jim Holman, KC5JGT 972-424-4282
Secretary Jack Ward, KC5KOV 972-527-8344 972-497-6098
Treasurer Bruce Dingman, N5BYL 972-442-4542 972-995-5774
Activities Director Susie Hegg, KB5SSV 972-516-0989 214-855-0449
Communications Bill Fell, KK5PB 972-424-0496 972-705-3611
Editor Daniel Kautz, W8EHS 972-712-7741 972-323-4814
Public Relations Sheldon Fisher, N5CAE 972-423-7543 972-422-2218
2M Trustee Fred Varian, WD5ERD 972-398-0407 214-464-6084
220 Trustee Steve Jones, WB5SGN 972-241-6311 214-265-3243
440 Trustee Tom Gentry, K5VOU 972-442-3502 972-423-3421
Former President Martin Reynolds, N6LIF 972-727-6746
Tech. Comm. Chr. Charlie Stone, KG5XX 972-517-1575 972-684-5364

TV/RFI Committee Don R. Hice, WB5TVI 972-599-2038

LONG-RANGE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Chairman Jim Holman, KC5JGT 972-424-4282

John Creel, N5OON 972-517-7551 972-484-3620
Bruce Dingman, N5BYL 972-442-4542 972-995-5774
Tom Gentry, K5VOU 972-442-3502 972-423-3421
Patsy Jones, WA5MYD 972-423-0202
Jim Popelarski, W5WN 972-618-5096 972-308-1419
Bill Swan, K5MWC 972-596-9307 972-705-3441
Deb Varian, KA5HQY 972-867-4048
Craig Young, KA5BOU 972-396-9184 972-952-4616


